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But are they offermg a Catholic educatmn"

hmman!hsago,ammlﬁml
deadline came and went for
3 the 235 American Cathalic
colleges and universities, and
hardly anybody noticed.

_ What oncewasbilled asadra-
“matic showdown pitting edu-
cators against bishops over the future of
Catholic higher education, turned out
to be a fotal nonevent.

“1 &unkﬂlegaumtumwdmd, writes
Gerard Bradley in the Fellowship of
Catholic Scholars Quarterly. Bradiey is
a law professor at Notre Dame; and is
immediate past president of an organi-
zation of orihodox Catholic academics

Called the Fellowship of Catholic Scholars. -

By pahent"’ he meant Catholic higher
education in the United States.

Tune | wasthe deadlinesetbythebish-
ops two years ago for thealogy profes- -

sors at Catholic schools to obtain the man-
dafum —a certification that they teach
in communion with the Church.

Tﬁemandumm;mmm,wasanclc— '
ment — by far the most controversial
- one — in Ex Corde Ecclesiae {From the

Hedi¥of the Church), the document on

Catholic higher education that Pope

John Paul 1§ published in 1990
Theology professors at some artho-

dnx(faﬂ\ollcsdlouhpubldrandpmud]y

‘Mandate or no mandate,

sought and recewed the mandate,
Elsewhere, pcrhaps,somepmat:irmm-
plied. Most, it is safe to assume, did not.
June 1 came and went. So much for that.
“The interventions of authority are

ter because the faith is true”
Te be sure, even 1oday one finds at
many of these institutions the trappings

. of Catholicism — religious exercises, stu-

dentretreats, service projectsand thelike.

done.” Bradley writes. “Nothing on the  Bradiey calls this The Formula.
horizon suggests that the colleges left to “The nearly ubiguitous recipe for a
themsefves will get religion. i _ Catholic college today,” he
The Catholicity quotient of explains, “is to surround an
ou institutions is set fof the: Shaw education indistinguishable
next generation. What you [ from that at other schools
see is what you are going to | THE SINE QUA | with a Catholic collegiate -
get” o - -NOM FOR atraosphere.” [ts constituent
Not everyone will share CATHOLIC elements are good things in
Bradley’s dour assessment. HIGHER themnselves. Unfortunatefy,

ECUCATION IS

they do not add up to a

ing conversations between
bishopsand college presidentsthatwould
‘no$ otherwise have taken place.

- That could be, but Bradley isn't buy-
ing it. The sine qua non for Catholic
higher education — the Ind.upms.al}h:
Conviction, he calis it — iz belief in the
truth of Catholicism. And the ugly not-
so-secrel in many Catholic schoolstoday
is that a lot of the people in charge reject
the idea thata Catholic education is “bet-

_optimists insist, Ex Corde | iy - Catholic educatioa.
Ecclestazaccomplished guite BELIEF IN THE In Bradley's view, con-
a lo1 by providing Catholic TRUTH OF trovessiesoverissuessuchas
higher education with use- | CATHOLICISM. | classroom crucifixes and
ful guidelines and promot- ——r pre-abortion comimence-

ment speakers that bave
enlivened the Catholic coflege scene in
recent years are distractions. Debate
aboutsuch matters“elbows outthe main

question: whether the inteliectual con-

tentof the faith hasbeen evacuated from
\he classroom.” In hisview, time and again
that has happened.

The crucial factor is the facult}r. md
here the relevant guestion is, “Ts ortho-
doxy the norm or the exception?” Some

- 8o far, the mandatum has daﬂe little to bring our American caﬂeges and umsrersrt:es closer to “heart of the Churr:h”

schocls dun tknow the answer bc-::ause
they don'tbotherto find out. Otherskniow
but aren’t letting on. In either case,
Bradley says, this is bardly information

‘that schools share with parents, alumni

and wealthy potentizl donors,

So whal now? Bradiey proposesa 10~
year program for re-Catholicizing a col-
lege, yet he believes that, with relatively
few exceptions, most Catholic schools
are “lost. .. beyond recall” The haadful
of wealthy, elite institutions will survive,

but many others will not, “Many small .

Catholic colleges are already in hospice
[and] othersare sure to follow,” he writes,

As for the rest, many eventually will face

Bcts, stop calling themselves Catholicand

‘compete in the marketplace with their

secular counterparts. -
Most Catholicsaccepl Catholic higher
education asitis because they have been

taught to da so. Alumni are relentlessly

propagandized tobelicvethat alrea mater
is the same wonderful place — only more
so— of their own student days. And often
these schools really dohave much to rec-

- ammend them, But are they offering a
-Catholic education? If Bradli:'_r is nghl.

they are not. 1

Shaw { rshaw@awc;mh; Qur. Sunda;
Visitor's Washington correspondent
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